NACHA Rule Changes for 2026
Every year, NACHA (National Automated Clearing House Association) publishes new rules that expand upon ACH services and/or requirements related to ACH entries.
Important NACHA Rule Changes for 2026 – Action Required
NACHA has announced updates to the ACH Operating Rules effective in 2026. These changes impact fraud monitoring, transaction descriptions, and Originator responsibilities. Please review and prepare accordingly to ensure compliance.

Fraud Monitoring by Originators, TPSPs and ODFIs
NACHA Rules currently require Originators to use a “commercially reasonable” fraudulent transaction detection system to screen only when initiating WEB debits or when using Micro-Entries.
The upcoming rule amendment will expand this rule to require each non-Consumer Originator, Third-Party Service Provider, and Third-Party Sender to establish, implement and annually review risk-based processes and procedures intended to identify ACH Entries initiated due to fraud across all transaction types and SEC codes. The rule will be implemented in two phases:
· Phase 1 - Effective March 20, 2026 - Applies to all ODFIs, and each non-Consumer Originator, Third-Party Service Provider, and Third-Party Sender with annual ACH origination volume of 6 million entries or greater in 2023.
· Phase 2 - Effective June 22, 2026 - Applies to ALL ACH Originators, regardless of volume. 
Standardized Company Entry Descriptions
Standardized uses of the Company Entry Description can help parties in the ACH Network identify, monitor, and count the volume of payments for specific purposes, and can help manage risk. This Rule amendment introduces two new defined Company Entry Descriptions: PAYROLL and PURCHASE.

Effective March 20, 2026
· Originators must use PAYROLL in the Company Entry Description field for wage, salary, and similar types of compensation-related PPD credits. 
· Originators must use PURCHASE in the Company Entry Description field for e-commerce WEB debits. 
· An e-commerce purchase is defined as a debit Entry authorized by a Consumer for the online purchase of goods, including recurring purchases first authorized online. 
· An e-commerce purchase must use the WEB debit SEC Code, except as permitted by the rule on Standing Authorizations to use the PPD or TEL debit SEC Codes.

Contact us for expert guidance on navigating these Nacha requirements before the 2026 deadlines.
This article, and the services described herein, are not intended to, and do not, satisfy any rule, regulatory or other requirements for fraud monitoring or for the establishment or maintenance of any Sanctions, Anti-Money Laundering, or Know-Your-Customer program. Customers using First Bank Texas treasury products remain subject to and solely responsible for compliance with their obligations under applicable payment network rules, regulations, and sanctions requirements.
